Calcitonin-gene related peptide (CGRP)-containing nerve fibres supply vessels of different locations, both peripheral and cerebral. The intracranial vascular bed is supplied by CGRP fibers that originate in the trigeminal ganglion. When these fibres are activated they release CGRP as seen both in man and animals. CGRP initiates relaxant responses through an interaction with Gprotein coupled receptors that activate adenylyl cyclase. CGRP mediates relaxation via two functional receptors subtypes, the CGRP 1 and the CGRP 2 receptors. The former of the CGRP receptors has been characterized by the use of the antagonist CGRP 8-37 , compound 1 and BIBN4096BS as well as by molecular methods.
